Read me first 

If you have not built a pine wood derby car before please talk to your den leader before starting.  The pack will have band saws for two weeks and then a postal scale for the following several weeks.   There are derby car accessories at the hobby stores that are not allowed because they would give your son an unfair advantage (these include wheels and axels).   Generally speaking all stickers, decals and accessories for looks are allowed (you just can’t exceed 5.0 ounces in weight).   The point of the pine wood derby is for you and your son to enjoy working together.  If you loved pine wood derby as a kid, then tell him and tell him other things about your childhood that he doesn’t know.  Let him pick out the design, the colors and let him do as much as he is able to.   Don’t worry if the car isn’t perfect and caution your son about expecting things in this life to ever be perfect.  If you want to be your son’s hero then go to the hobby store to get the paint in the small bottles.   If you are not familiar then ask.  Spray paint will not look as good and the hand painted small bottle model paint.   Your son will be very proud of the car that he painted.   Make sure that this is your son’s creation with only enough guidance from you to keep him on the right track.  You are welcome to create your own car (just pay the pack $5 for the kit) and race it in the open division.   

A quick note about winning.   This is an opportunity to teach our boys about doing his best and following the rules.    If doing his best means he wins with the fastest overall car then that’s great but there is only going to be one overall pack winner.    Don’t set up your son for failure.  If this is his first pine wood derby then he should not expect to win as he doesn’t have the experience to make his car the fastest.  If you teach your son that its all about winning then you are setting him up for failure.  
Here is a good website for all you techie’s:

http://en.wikibooks.org/wiki/How_To_Build_a_Pinewood_Derby_Car/Block

Here is a free website with several templates

http://home.simplyweb.net/bosworth/template.htm

	Pine Wood Derby Rules

ALL CARS MUST PASS INSPECTION TO QUALIFY FOR THE RACE

Following are the inspection points

1. The car weight shall not exceed 5.0 ounces. The official race scale shall be considered final.
2. The overall length of the car shall not exceed 7 inches.
3. The overall width of the car shall not exceed 2 ¾ inches.
4. The car must have 1 ¾” clearance between the wheels.
5. The car must have 3/8” clearance underneath the body.
6. The wood provided in the kit must be used. The block may be shaped any way that is desired.
7. The wheels supplied with the kit must be used. The wheels may not be cut, drilled, beveled or rounded. You may remove the seam from the wheels.
8. The axles supplied with the kit must be used. They may be polished or lubricated.
9. Wheel bearings, washers or bushings are prohibited.
10. The car must not ride on any type of springs.
11. The car must be freewheeling, with no starting devices.
12. No loose material of any kind, such as lead shot, may be used.

Each car must pass inspection by the official inspection committee before it will be allowed to compete. The Inspection Committee has the responsibility to disqualify those cars that do not meet these specifications.


